
In response to the whirlwind of the past week, I have resolved to listen more than I speak. I have taken that

time to try to synthesize all the different emotions I have been feeling and turn it into coherent thought:

 

On May 25, George Floyd was murdered. We have all seen the images from that day, saw how George

struggled for air, and tried to understand why it was happening. I’ve heard the names of others: Breonna;

Ahmaud; Tony; Michael; Treyvon, and so, so many more. I’ve seen the news every night of people marching

for change and demanding equality.

 

I admit that in the past, I didn’t get it. People would say ‘Black Lives Matter’ and I would reply ‘All Lives

Matter, too!’. I was careless. I tried to rationalize and normalize a system which I saw failing the same

people over and over. I didn’t understand that saying Black Lives Matter does not mean only black lives

matter. It simply means we need everyone’s help because black lives are in danger due to a system designed

to work against them in so many ways.

 

I support change. I support communication. I would like to see community conversations held throughout

Rhode Island - including North Smithfield - to discuss that which divides us. Fear, resentment,

misunderstanding - perhaps it is naive to hope we can conquer these things, but we have surprised ourselves

before. Listening to one another is a wonderful start. Tangible, policy changes need to follow.

 

I have already had people tell me that they will not vote for me as Town Administrator in November because

of my stance. I will probably lose a few more votes when this statement is shared. That’s okay.  If I was

willing to bury my integrity, deny what I believe in, then I wouldn’t deserve public office anyway. If I lose in

November, I’ll still do whatever I can to change the inequalities I see and work for a more equal future.

Change matters. Hope matters.

 

Black Lives Matter.

 

“We must recognize the full human equality of all of our people – before God, before the law, and in the councils of government. We

must do this, not because it is economically advantageous – although it is; not because the laws of God command it – although they do;

not because people in other lands wish it so. We must do it for the single and fundamental reason that it is the right thing to do.” - Robert

F. Kennedy, 1966.
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